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2014 AGRICULTURAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AWARD 
 
- NOMINATION FORM DUE JUNE 11, 2014 -
Page  of 
Andrew M. Cuomo                                                                                                                                                        Richard A. Ball
Governor                                                                                                                                                        Commissioner 
                                                                                                                    Agriculture and Markets
THE AWARD PROCESS
 
The statewide Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) Award, sponsored jointly by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, Empire State Potato Growers, Inc., and American Agriculturist magazine will be presented at Empire Farm Days to a farm family that has incorporated AEM practices into the operation of their farm business, along with their County Soil and Water Conservation District that provided assistance.  
Award winners will be chosen by a Selection Committee from nominees submitted by Soil and Water Districts. Only one nominee per District will be accepted. All nominations must be filed on this official Nominating Form. Updating and resubmitting past nominations for consideration again this year is encouraged. 
Nominations must be received at our office by Email no later than close of business Wednesday June 11, 2014:
E-MAIL FORMS TO: jodi.shain@agriculture.ny.gov 
 
PART 1 - IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION
A.	FARM FAMILY:
Children's Name
Children's Age
B.	SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT: 
PART 2 - DESCRIPTION OF FARM OPERATIONS AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMNT
Briefly describe the farm operation and community involvement with a few sentences for each category.
1. Type and size of farm including major crops produced number of livestock and cropped acres, etc. 
2. Farm history and family involvement. 
3. Level of involvement in the community and in agriculture beyond the nominees farm (e.g. local Boards, Elected Positions, and Agricultural Organizations, etc.).
PART 3 - CONSERVATION PRACTICES
New York's AEM Program has become the framework for delivery of agricultural programs and services to assist farmers in their continued voluntary stewardship efforts statewide. With the support of local Soil and Water Conservation Districts utilizing AEM, the farming community is doing its part to conserve and protect our state's water quality and natural resources. The award recognizes exemplary efforts of both an individual farm family and their supporting District.  
1. Describe the level of involvement in New York's Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) program including significant environmental and or production achievements. 
2. Describe conservation efforts implemented around the farmstead and cropland and how these practices have benefited the environment and the operation of the farm business (e.g. soil health management practices, water quality protection, renewable energy practices, recycling efforts, BMP systems, stream aquatic habitat management, ecosystem approaches, climate mitigation and carbon sequestration efforts, etc.).
3. Document any other innovative conservation efforts the nominated farm has done beyond work implemented with the District that show exemplary efforts to protect the environment. 
PART 4 - DISTRICT ASSISTANCE
Briefly describe the Districts assistance with a few sentences for each category.
1. Describe assistance provided to the nominee by the Soil and Water Conservation District and other farmers in the county.
Use the check boxes below to indicate assistance provided to the farm family by the Soil and Water Conservation District. 
2. Briefly describe how the nominee's conservation efforts have affected the implementation of the District's AEM Strategic Plan.
PART 5 - NOMINATION SUMMARY
1. In summary, please provide any additional comments or information supporting why you believe this nominee should receive the 2014 State Agricultural Environmental Management Award.  
PART 6 - VERIFICATION
The undersigned attest that the information provided on this form is true and factual to the best of their knowledge. 
Signed By District Manager
Signed By District Board Chairperson (Optional)
Signed By Farmer
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