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NYS Accredited Veterinarian Newsletter

From the Division of Animal Industry Office....

Greetings from the Division of
Animal Industry! The fall is a
busy time of the year for the
division; the state and county
fairs are wrapping up, the
start of deer hunting season
and CWD/TB sampling be-
gins, along with ongoing dis-
ease programs. Although New
York agriculture has not been
directly affected by the dis-
ease outbreaks of TB, brucel-

losis and CWD that have been
occurring in the Western and
Southwestern United States,
we must continue to watch
for these diseases. It is impor-
tant to stress biosecurity,
vaccinations and other appro-
priate preventative measures
to producers. The Division of
Animal Industry has multiple
brochures and handouts that
discuss these diseases and

Arboviral Update and Tracking e’

topics. They are available to
you and your clients. Please
contact our office if you need
any of these materials (518)
457-3502.

With a full fall season at DAI
comes a full fall newsletter

for your information.

—Division of Animal Industry
Staff

Arboviruses continue to be a
threat to the equine industry.
Already this year, Florida has
75 confirmed cases of EEE
while Wisconsin has reported
its first case. West Nile Virus

cases around the US seem to be
increasing due to the increased
rainfall this summer. Monitor-
ing, vaccination and mosquito
control are really effective ways
to combat these deadly diseases.

New York RAM Project Is Back !

For weekly reporting of arbovi-
ral activity in New York state,
please visit the following link:
www.health.state.ny.us/
nysdoh/westnile/update/2008/
wnv_summary.htm

The New York Ram Project
offers subsidized testing of
rams to identify sheep that
carry a scrapie resistance
gene. The information ob-
tained from the genotype tests
can be used by sheep produc-
ers to select sires that are
resistant to the disease. Rams
will be the focus of the project
since flock sires have the
greatest impact for develop-
ment of scrapie resistance in
replacement breeding stock.
New York sheep producers
who would like to have their
rams tested should contact
their local accredited veteri-
narian to schedule an ap-
pointment. Veterinarians will
receive a fee basis payment of
$15 for each ram tested with
an official test. An official test

must meet all of the following

requirements:

1. The blood is drawn by an
accredited veterinarian.

2. The ram is officially
identified with USDA—
approved scrapie identi-
fication.

3. The sample is submitted
with a VS Form 5-29.

4. The laboratory is ap-
proved by APHIS for
official scrapie genotyp-

ing.

The New York Ram Project is
funded through a cooperative
agreement with the United
States Dept. of Agriculture,
Animal Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Ser-
vices (USDA-APHIS-VS).
Funds for this program are

limited and will be offered on
a first come, first served basis.
Testing is limited to 10 rams
per flock. The program will
run until December 31, 2008,
or until funding runs out.
Please note that this program
does not include ewes or
goats.

For more information on the
Ram Project, or to obtain
submission form VS Form 5-
29, please contact Dr. Joy

Bennett or Dr. Jeff Huse at
(518) 457-3502.
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There is now a section just for veterinari-
ans that contains frequently asked infor-
mation by veterinary practices. Please go to
www.agmkt.state.ny.us/Al/AIHome.html,
look for link called “For Veterinarians.”



TB Suspect Story

The Cooperative State-Federal Tuberculosis
Eradication Program, started in 1917, is
jointly administered by USDA-APHIS-VS,
state animal health officials and producers.
Initially the program relied heavily on skin
testing (Caudal Fold Test or CFT) in combi-
nation with slaughter surveillance to detect
infected cattle herds. Area TB testing of
whole herds of cattle was discontinued
around 1989 in New York State as the preva-
lence of TB declined.

In 2007 13,952 cattle were TB tested by New
York’s accredited veterinarians with 13,141
tested for movement (private and consign-
ment sales). Although the relative impor-
tance of slaughter surveillance has increased
in recent years the Division of Animal Indus-
try (DAI) still places high value on the indi-
vidual animal tests conducted by accredited
veterinarians.

The following case scenario occurred in New
York in 2008. A small herd of registered beef

Fourth Copy Privileges

cattle had 3 groups of animals (12 head total)
tested for anticipated sale at an out of state
consignment sale. Four animals were CFT
responders with obvious lumps at the tuber-
culin injection site. One cow plotted in the
reactor zone on Comparative Cervical Test-
ing and the other 3 were classified TB nega-
tive based on CCT or gamma interferon
confirmatory testing.

The original animals came from a TB Ac-
credited herd in a mid-Atlantic state in
2004. The “reactor” cow was born on the
New York farm which has some creek bot-
tom pastures. She had 3 apparently chronic
abscesses (one draining) on one rear leg.
The cow was appraised and removed with
indemnity for diagnostic purposes. Although
the necropsy revealed no gross lesions com-
patible with TB acid-fast staining bacteria,
the herd remains under quarantine until
final Mycobacterial culture results are re-
ceived from the National Veterinary Services
Laboratory (NVSL) in Ames, lowa. One

breeding bull was sold to another herd and is
CFT negative. All other animals leaving the
herd have been traced to slaughter.

DAI relies on private accredited veterinarians
to report ANY swelling or thickening observed
(seen or felt) at the tuberculin injection site to
notify their DAI field staff veterinarian or to
the DAI office in Albany immediately! This
enables DAI to do further testing to determine
whether or not M.bovis is the cause of any
CFT skin test response. DAI thanks you for
your continued cooperation in helping to
protect New York’s cattle industry.

The Division of Animal Industry is now ex-
tending 4th copy privilege to all accredited
veterinarians for all health certificates
(CVIs) used for interstate movement. This
privilege is not extended for international
movements. This means that once the CVI is
completed, the animal(s) can move once the
owner gets a copy of the CVI. They don’t

National TB Update

have to wait for the state office in Albany

to re- ceive and
approve the transac-
tion. This privi-
lege applies to
horses, cattle, sheep,
swine, / goats and
llamas. \\‘ ) _:y/

This privilege implies that the veterinarian is
properly filling out the CVI and that the ani-
mal(s) are in good health. It is important to
remember that if there are any recurrent vio-
lations in regards to the 4th copy privilege,
the privilege can be revoked at any time. For
questions about 4th copy rules, please call Dr.
Gray at (518)457-3502.

The Tuberculosis program continues to have considerable activity nationally with ongoing eradication efforts in MI,

MN, NM and CA. The most troublesome event is the loss of TB free status for California with the discovery of TB in 3

large dairy herds (4,800, 14,000 and 1,400 cows). Traceout activities from the index herd involve 52 herds and over

150,000 cattle tested as of 7/25/2008. Herd #2 with 14,000 cows, discovered as a traceback from the index herd, in-

cludes traceouts to at least 15 states and Canada with dairy herds as large as 65,000 cows receiving TB exposed cattle.

In California alone there are 150-200 traceout herds from herd #2. Final traceout information from other states is not

yet released. In herd #2 M. bovis with two different “genetic fingerprints”, both of Mexican origin, has been identified.

This means that there are two different sources of TB for the infected cattle found in this herd. One isolate closely re-

sembles the strain which was detected in the 2003 outbreak in California indicating that is was undetected through

slaughter and CFT surveillance for more than 4 years.
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Rabies Vaccination : A Reminder of New York State Requirements

New York continues to have some of the
highest reported numbers of rabid rac-
coons in the country. The vast majority of
rabid animals diagnosed in New York are
wildlife species, especially raccoons and
skunks, but domestic animals are also sus-
ceptible to infection. On average, there are
approximately 25 cats, 6 bovines, and 1-2
rabid dogs, horses and goats diagnosed
each year in New York. It is important to
remind clients about the requirements for
rabies vaccination of animals in New York,
including:

e  All dogs, cats and ferrets over 4
months of age must be vaccinated
against rabies by or under the direct
supervision of a licensed veterinarian;
owners of other species of animals are
also encouraged to have their animals

vaccinated

e  Exemptions from rabies vaccination
for medical reasons are permitted, but
they must be reviewed and renewed
annually and the owner must have a
copy of an exemption certificate
signed by their veterinarian stating

the reason for exemption

®  Animals with medical exemptions are
not permitted to enter the state or
county fairs and will be required to be
quarantined for 6 months or eutha-
nized if the animal is exposed to ra-
bies

e  Rabies titers are never considered a
substitute for current rabies vaccina-
tion, regardless of the titer level

NYSCHAP—Beef Welfare Certification Now Available

e Pets exposed to rabies should be vac-
cinated immediately after exposure;
even animals that might need to be
quarantined can be vaccinated after
exposure (it is not necessary to wait
until the end of quarantine to vacci-
nate an animal)

Additional information about rabies vacci-
nation requirements can be found at New
York State Department of Health website:
www.health.state.ny.us/diseases/

communicable/zoonoses/rabies/.

The New York State Cattle Health Assur-
ance Program will soon be offering a wel-
fare certification program to beef produc-
ers in New York State. The program will
assess required standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) within beef management
such as calving, weaning, handling cattle,
identification of sick and injured cattle,
non-ambulatory cattle, euthanasia, routine
and elective surgical procedures, and care
of sick or injured cattle. Facilities will be
assessed to ensure that cows are housed in
places where injuries can not occur, that
the handling system is appropriate; there is

adequate feed and water, and that there is
a dry area to lie down. Cattle will be as-
sessed for body condition score and overall
condition.

The assessment will be conducted by state
field veterinarians; however, the herd vet-
erinarian will need to be present at the
certification visit. Standard operating pro-
cedures must be reviewed by the herd vet-
erinarian, but it is suggested that the vet-
erinarian be involved in developing SOPs.
The veterinarian will also be responsible
for reviewing culling, treatment and mor-

Extralabel Cephalosporin Use - FDA Comment Period Extended

tality records for the year prior to the certi-
fication visit. As well, the veterinarian
must sign off that he or she has been pre-
sent during the use of the handling system
and has observed no animal welfare con-

cerns.

Producers wishing to be certified must
meet all requirements of the program and
must be enrolled in at least the NYSCHAP
core module with an active herd health
plan in place. For more information, con-
tact Kathy Finnerty @

607-253-3910 or kdf2@cornell.edu.

On July 3, 2008, the Food and Drug Admini-
stration’s (FDA) Center for Veterinary Medi-
cine (CVM) issued an order prohibiting the
extra-label use of the cephalosporin class of
antimicrobial drugs in food producing ani-

mals.! FDA’s stated reason for this change can

be found in the first paragraph 21 CFR Part
530 [Docket No. FDA-2008-N-0326], it is
quoted as follows;

“The Food and Drug Administration is issuing

an order prohibiting the extralabel use of
cephalosporin antimicrobial drugs in food

producing animals. We are issuing this
order based on evidence that extralabel use
of these drugs in food producing animals
will likely cause an adverse event in hu-
mans and, as such, presents a risk to the
public health.”

Specifically, FDA references evidence that
“extralabel” use of cephalosporins in food
producing animals are likely contributing
to the emergence of cephalosporin resis-
tant zoonotic foodborne pathogens.”

A copy of the Federal Register document is

available at http://
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/E8-15052.htm.
Unfortunately, unless the process is ex-
tended, the 60 day public comment period
may be closed (Nov 2008) by the time the
newsletter is distributed.

(1) 21CFR Part 530 [Docket No. FDA-2008-N
-0326]

(2) FDA’s Memo Dated 7/16/08
“Cephalosporin Order of Prohibition—
Questions and Answers”

Volume 1, Issue 2
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k. New York Animal Health Information System UPDATE:

Currently, the program has now registered 20,343 premises or 79.6% of the total num-
ber of livestock farms in New York State. Nationally, NY is ranked #7 in total number
of premises registered and ranked #5 in percentage of premises registered. For more
information about NYAHIS or to register your premises, please call 518-457-3502 or
visit the website at http://www.agmkt.state.ny.us/NAIS/nais.html.

NYSDAM—DAI

Outreach & Education

10B Airline Drive
Albany, NY 12235
Attn: Dr. C. Williams

IMPORTANT REMINDER !!!!

**WHEN FILLING OUT OFFICIAL ACCREDITED VETERINARIAN PAPERWORK, BE
SURE TO ENTER A gu ADDRESS ON THE FORM (IF REQUESTED), NOT POST OF-
FICE BOXES. FURTHER, PLEASE INCLUDE A FEDERAL PREMISES IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER (IF THE PREMISES IS REGISTERED) ON ALL OFFICIAL FORMS. A
FEDERAL PIN IS A 7 CHARACTER ALPHA-NUMERIC CODE THAT HAS BEEN AS-

Ph: (518)457-3502 Fax: (518)485-
7773

Email comments to: courtney. wil-
liams@agmbkt.state.ny.us

Updating Your Accredited Veterinarian Contact Information
(CORRECTION FROM PREVIOUS NEWSLETTER)

Do you need to update your contact information? Have you moved or had a name change? Have you changed places of employ-
ment? If your contact information has changed for any reason, we need to update our records so that you may receive accredited
veterinarian information in a timely manner. As reported in the last newsletter and in the past, the USDA has a national database

in which to change your information online. Unfortunately, due to security concerns, this webpage has been discontinued. It is
our hope that one day the website will return to function with improved security. So for the time being, we
ask that you contact the following three agencies if you have changed your contact information.

1) USDA—Regional Office in Albany, NY: (518) 218-7540
2) NYS Dept of Ag & Markets: Pam Hull (518) 457-4187 or pamela.hull@agmkt.state.ny.us

3) NYS Education Dept (Professional Veterinary Licensing Board): 1-800-442-8106.

P\

Getting A Good Rabies/BSE/TSE Sample

Sooner or later, you will have the need to
submit tissue from neurologic livestock for
rabies testing, and most practitioners are
familiar with the process to do that. Most of
those samples are subsequently tested by
USDA-VS for transmissible spongiform en-
cephalopathies (TSEs). Your help is needed to
be sure all interested parties are able to get

valid test results from the samples submitted.

The rabies lab of NYSDOH provides standard
shipping containers for the submission of
rabies suspect specimens complete with pack-
ing materials and detailed packaging instruc-
tions. For the diagnosis of rabies, the pre-
ferred sample is the intact head of the sus-
pect. It is not practical to send entire heads
from livestock because of size. Therefore, it is
recommended the doctor remove the appro-
priate CNS sample for submission for these

animals.

According to NYSDOH: “While it is possible
to confirm rabies infection in livestock by the
identification of rabies virus in any portion of
the brain, we must examine ample portions of
the cerebellum and a complete cross section
of the brain stem to reliably reach a negative
rabies diagnosis.”

In addition to the cerebellum and brain stem,
the obex is required for TSE testing. It is not
necessary to open the cranium in order to
remove an adequate sample of necessary CNS
tissue, as the hindbrain is accessible through
the foramen magnum. An appropriate brain
stem sample includes the obex which is mini-
mally affected by contamination or postmor-
tem decomposition. Collectors should submit
samples even if there is questionable testabil-
ity and allow laboratory technicians to decide
if the tissue integrity precludes testing.

When the rabies test results are negative,

USDA-VS submits bovine, ovine and caprine
samples for BSE and scrapie testing. The obex
must be submitted for this test. It is always
good to include as much identifying informa-
tion as possible for the sample submitted.
USDA-VS requires the age in years, as well as
breed, color and any animal identification for

animals submitted for TSE testing.

To assist you with submission of tissues from
neurologic livestock, a rabies/TSE sampling
handbook is now available for veterinarians
This handbook which includes color photos
and a sampling tool is now available free of
charge from USDA-VS by contacting Mrs.
Mary Stephens at (518)528-5669.
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