
Do Things Really Show Up in 3s? 

Accredited Veterinarian Newsletter 

Our most recent foreign animal disease investigation involved a 3 week old Holstein bull calf born out on pas-
ture. The farmer said the calf appeared normal when he put it into the calf hutch shortly after birth. Approxi-
mately 10 days later, the farmer noticed that the calf had a swollen navel. The herd vet examined and treated 
the calf with anti-inflammatories and antibiotics. A few days later, the calf was doing worse so the vet returned 
to reexamine the animal. During this visit, the vet noted a high fever (T=106), swollen joints and umbilicus and 
nasal lesions (see picture). The vet recommended a change in antibiotics and called the regional state field 
vet who is a FADD, foreign animal disease diagnostician.  The herd vet called the FADD because he was 
concerned about the nasal ulcers he saw. Even though this calf had no travel history and hadn’t been com-
mingled with other animals, he couldn’t explain the nasal lesions.  

The FADD came out to the farm to start an investigation later that    
evening. The FADD agreed that the nasal lesions were interesting and 
that there were no other ulcers or similar lesion elsewhere on the calf’s 
body. The FADD interviewed the farmer about visitors to the farm, 
movement of animals to/from the farm and recent history of illness on 
the farm. The only notable recent event on the farm was a group of visi-
tors that had walked near the calf hutches but had no direct contact with 
the calf. Otherwise, there were no similar illnesses in the herd or recent 
animal movement onto the farm. The FADD took samples and sent 
them to FADDL-Plum Island to screen for vesicular diseases. Test re-
sults were returned over several days for FMD, VSV, MCF and PPOX 
(Parapox). The lesions sampled were positive for Parapox or         
‘Pseudocowpox.’  

This is the third case of Parapox in 3 consecutive years that we have 
diagnosed in NYS through foreign animal 
disease investigations. In the Summer/

Fall 2010, a beef cow on a cow-calf operation was diagnosed with Parapox and 
at the 2011 NYS Fair; a show heifer had Parapox lesions. Both of their stories 
and photographed lesions are in previous newsletters:  Fall 2010 | Winter 2011. 
The “take home” message here is that Parapox is usually a mild clinical disease 
in animals with lesions that can mimic more serious foreign animal diseases.  It 
can also cause disease in humans so it is important to wear protective gear at 
all times when examining animals and to educate clients about 
handling animals with lesions like these. It cannot be stressed 
enough the need to investigate and sample vesicular lesions 
that look like Parapox in order to be certain that nothing more 
serious is going on. When in doubt, please contact us anytime 
at 518-457-3502.  
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APHIS User Fee Rate Change ~ October 1, 2012 

The Animal and Plant health Inspection Service increased User Fee rates for international export certificate 
endorsement effective October 1, 2012. Some of the commonly used users fees are listed below, along with 
the new rate:

 

  A complete list of user fees can be found at the following website: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/mrpbs/fmd/
vs_import_export_fees.shtml#1302  Please feel free to contact the Veterinary Services office in Albany, NY at 
518-218-7540 with any questions.  

Type of International Export Certificate October 1, 2012 User Fee 

Small animal (dog or cat) $38.00 

Small animal (dog or cat) with rabies titer testing 
required 

$121.00 

Non slaughter horse to Canada $60.00 

Cattle to Canada $150.00 for the first animal and $12.00 for each 
additional animal. 

Type of International Export Certificate October 1, 2012 User Fee 

Small animal (dog or cat) $38.00 

Small animal (dog or cat) with rabies titer testing 
required 

$121.00 

Non slaughter horse to Canada $60.00 

Cattle to Canada $150.00 for the first animal and $12.00 for each 
additional animal. 

Fair Health Inspection Issues 
Thanks to all those accredited veterinarians who conscientiously carried out their duties by properly inspect-
ing livestock for the fairs and issuing proper CVI’s.   Unfortunately we still had numerous instances where ac-
credited veterinarians failed to properly carry out their duties.  Here are a few examples: 

 Our staff was presented a bovine with an obviously fresh tattoo.  The owner re-
ported the tattoo had been applied that morning.  In examining the paperwork and 
laboratory reports the veterinarian had used this same tattoo as an identifier on the 
BVD test submission paperwork and the CVI when that tattoo was obviously not 
present. 

 BVD test results were reported as “Negative” without a test date.  The test date 
is particularly important since this is a once-per-lifetime test and the date docu-
ments that the veterinarian actually checked the results.  It is not sufficient to say 
that you know all the animals on this farm are tested so this one must be negative 
as well. 

 A bovine was presented at NY State Fair with an illegible tattoo.  Numerous 
state inspectors as well as the cattle superintendent attempted to read it to no avail.  
The animal was rejected and returned to the accredited veterinarian for placement 
of an official eartag and reissuing of the CVI. 

    Numerous instances were observed where a registration number was the only identification recorded on 
the CVI even though the animal had official ear tags as well. 

Issues such as these are easily avoided if the accredited veterinarian takes a little more time.  Positively iden-
tifying an animal by actually checking and recording the tag identification is critical.  Our staff is instructed to 
make the extra effort where possible to solve problems created by the accredited veterinarian.  Unfortunately 
in some instances your clients will be needlessly inconvenienced when the only option is rejection or returning 
to you for correction.  A careful job done at the onset is in everyone’s best interest.   

Don’t do the day of the fair! 

Clear Tattoo=Faster Check-In 
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DAI is an APPROVED NY CE Provider! 
Continuing Education for New York State-Licensed Veterinarians 

New York State now requires continuing education for veterinarians renewing their trien-
nial registrations.  After January 1, 2015, veterinarians must have 45 hours of approved 
CE to renew their registrations.  Registrations from 2012 through 2014 have a prorated 
amount of CE required.  The continuing education must be offered by a New York State 
Education Department approved sponsor.  The list of approved sponsors is at: http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/
vetmed/vetceproviders.htm. 

Division of Animal Industry Now Offering Continuing Education 

Through funding from a cooperative program with the USDA, the Department of Agriculture and Markets has 
become an approved sponsor of continuing education in New York.  Starting in the fall of 2012, the 10 divi-
sion regional veterinarians will be setting up continuing education opportunities throughout the state.  These 
will be live courses given at times and places convenient for practicing veterinarians.  Although primarily de-
signed to increase accredited veterinarians’ awareness of trans-boundary and emerging diseases, there will 
be a diversity of subjects covered, all of which will count towards the continuing education requirement for li-
censed veterinarians.  At some of the seminars, NVAP modules will be presented, giving accredited veteri-
narians continuing education credits for both licensing and for accreditation renewal.  Please remember 
that there are continuing education requirements for both veterinary medical licensure and veterinary 
accreditation! For more information on upcoming seminars, visit www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/vet.html. Click on 
the link “CE Meeting Schedule.” We will also send out eAlerts with more upcoming CE sessions from         
vetaccred@agriculture.ny.gov   

Equine Passport has passed legislation in NY 
After discussion between the equine industry and other states in the Eastern United 
States, NY has passed legislation allowing the Equine Passport, to become official.  

“GlobalVetLINK (GVL™), innovator of the national, standardized method for secure, web-
based animal health certification, introduces GoPass™, aka the Equine Passport, a move-
ment system which allows doctors of veterinary medicine to replace the existing paper-

based official certificate of veterinary inspection (OCVI) health certificates with an electronic solution, to New 
York veterinarians. It is valid for up to six months from issuance within participating states, and facilitates the 
movement of transported horses. 

Introduction of the service to New York Veterinarians is likely coming soon.  NY is hoping to join a group of 
states known as SAHA (Southern Animal Health Association) that already have a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) amongst themselves. Those states include AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, 
VA, and WV. SAHA will be discussing the addition of NY into the group this month. GoPass allows veterinari-
ans and diagnostic laboratories to more efficiently and accurately complete the regulatory requirements for 
equine movements. The GVL system also allows state animal health authorities to regulate animal movement 
regionally or nationally; in real-time.  

Electronic certificates of veterinary inspection contain various forms of animal ID – including digital photos, 
required tests, vaccinations, and other regulatory requirements to allow animal entry into a state or event. The 
web-based platform provides real-time reporting of animal movements to all 50 state animal health authori-
ties. GVL has obtained USDA approval of a security enhancement for electronic signatures, which allows 
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The USDA announced [recently] that it has developed the first vaccine for foot-and-mouth 
disease that can be manufactured and licensed in the United States and that could be 
used in the event of an outbreak of the disease in this country. 

"This is the biggest news in [foot-and-mouth disease] research in the last 50 years," said 
veterinarian Lawrence Barrett, director of the department's high-containment Plum Island 
Animal Disease Center on the tip of Long Island, N.Y. The licensed vaccine is effective against only one strain of 
the virus, but vaccines against the other strains are already in development. 

The foot-and-mouth disease virus has been recognized since at least the 16th century. It is characterized by fever, 
blisters on the feet and mouth, loss of appetite, drooling and lameness. Infected herds of animals are generally de-
stroyed. 

Large amounts of the virus are present in all body secretions, including breath, and are readily transmitted to other 
animals. The virus can also survive on the ground for extended periods of time and can be transferred on tires, 
boots and clothes. It has even been shown to be carried long distances by wind. 

The United States has been free of the disease since 1929, but that is not a guarantee it will not return. Britain was 
free of the disease for 34 years before a 2001 outbreak that required the destruction of 10 million cows. 

The costs of an outbreak in the United States could easily exceed $50 billion, which is why the Homeland Security 
Department is concerned. The virus is present today in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and parts of South America. 

Vaccines against the virus are available, but they are based on a live virus and so cannot be legally manufactured 
in the U.S. Moreover, a vaccinated cow cannot be differentiated from one that is infected. 

The virus consists of genetic material surrounded by a coat of proteins called a capsid. The new vaccine, originally 
developed by chemist Marvin J. Grubman of the U.S. Agriculture Department's Agricultural Research Service at 
Plum Island, consists of the capsid alone. Those proteins produce an immune response to the virus, but without 
genetic material, the capsid is not infectious and does not cause disease. 

Because a vaccinated animal does not carry any of the viral genetic material, moreover, it is easy to distinguish 
between a vaccinated cow and an infected one, Grubman said. The vaccine protects against only one of the seven 

known serotypes of foot-and-mouth disease, however. 

The Homeland Security Department worked with GenVec Inc. of Gaithersburg, Md., and Ante-
lope Valley Biologics of Lincoln, Neb., to manufacture and license the vaccine. Under the condi-
tional license, the product could be distributed if the need for it arises. 

~Article taken from LA Times—07052012 

doctors of veterinary medicine to electronically sign official electronic certificates of inspection and route them 
to appropriate animal health officials.  

Accredited veterinarians with clients shipping any animals may request more information or subscribe to the 
service by contacting GlobalVetLINK at 515-296-3779 or via the Internet at www.globalvetlink.com.” 

Stay tuned for future updates on NY’s GoPass in future eAlerts, accredited vet newsletters and from 
GlobalVetLINK. 

GoPass in NY (cont’d. from pg 3) 4 
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New York and other northeastern states are seeing more cases of Salmonella Dublin.  Unlike 
other salmonellosis, S. Dublin usually presents as a respiratory illness primarily in young dairy 
and veal calves (few days to 6 months of age).  There is high mortality in affected calves.  
Other clinical presentations include septicemia, abortions in pregnant mature cows/heifers, 
and/or diarrhea. S. Dublin is of particular concern due to the ability to create a carrier state 
and its antibiotic resistance profile which makes for limited therapy options in food animals.  
S. Dublin is also a human health concern; pregnant women and immune compromised per-

sons should avoid contact with sick calves. 

Rapid diagnosis helps prevent salmonellosis from becoming endemic in a herd.  We 
recommend tissue samples and swabs in respiratory outbreaks with high mortality 
rates.  If S. Dublin is found, environmental clean-up and exceptional management prac-
tices need to be implemented. These include clean maternity pens, prompt removal of 
calves from dams, clean colostrum management, milk and feed utensil sanitation, ap-
propriate ventilation.  Reduce stress by providing clean, comfortable housing and 
proper nutrition.  Feeding raw milk to calves should be avoided.   

In response to the apparent increase in frequency, the NY State Veterinary Diagnostic Lab has a new test 
available for surveillance and control.  This is an ELISA test that can be used for bulk tank milk to identify if 
farms have  been exposed to Salmonella Dublin – it is recommended that quarterly bulk tank samples be run 
for one year to increase confidence levels.  Blood ELISA and milk ELISA can be run on individual animals to 
determine if infection is present and may help identify carriers.     

Prevention is probably the best strategy when it comes to Salmonella Dublin.  Standard disinfection and bio-
security practices such as maintaining a closed herd, raising calves and heif-
ers in an “all-in, all-out” management system, isolating new herd additions and 
maintaining good pest control go a long way toward reducing risk.  Always 
tend to sick animals last, preferably with dedicated equipment. 

To protect worker health and farm family health, hand-washing and other 
standard hygiene practices need to be emphasized.  Raw milk consumption 
should be discouraged, not only because of the possibility of Salmonella, but 
also Listeria, E. coli and Q-fever.  A good article to refer to your clients can be 

found here.  

The Division of Animal Industry has also posted 2 informational sheets on the division homepage under the 
“Hot Topics” section. The first document is the health advisory from the Cornell University Animal Health    
Diagnostic Laboratory. It is geared towards cattle practitioners who may be experiencing bovine illness sug-
gestive of S. Dublin. The second document is from the NYSCHAP Salmonella module. It is a Critical Control 
Points Checklist. The document could be distributed to producers as a safety checklist for their farms. To   
access either of these documents, go to www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/AIHome.html and scroll down to “Hot      
Topics.” 

For more questions on the NYSCHAP Salmonella module, go to http://
nyschap.vet.cornell.edu/module/salmonella/salmonella.asp  

To speak to a Veterinary Support Services veterinarian at the NYSVDL about  S. Dublin in a 
dairy herd, please call 607-253-3900.  

Salmonella Dublin Health Advisory! 5 
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ACCREDITATION RENEWALS 

 The 3-year renewal cycle has begun with the first renewal dates beginning in January 
2013.  For those of you who have an email address in the National Veterinary Ac-
creditation Program (NVAP) database, reminders are being sent by the VSPS sys-
tem at 6, 3 and 1 month in advance of your renewal date.  We recommend you check 
your spam if you are not receiving these emails. 

 Additionally, the USDA’s NY Area Office in Albany is sending “Test Emails” approximately 9 months in 
advance.  The purpose of this effort is to ensure that the email address in your record is accurate.  
This test email (sent by barbara.h.miller@aphis.usda.gov) requests that you reply upon receipt and 
also offers you the option of providing an alternate preferred email address.  Please be sure to re-
spond promptly.  

 Questions? Visit the Accredited Vet website at:   http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/
vet_accreditation/index.shtml or call the USDA’s NY Area Office at 518-218-7540 and speak with   
Barbara Miller, the NVAP coordinator for NY. 

 IMPORTANT:  It is highly recommended that everyone wait for the December release of the ONLINE 
RENEWAL process.  You will be able to easily complete your renewal online and will not have to send 
anything to anyone.  Emails will be sent to you acknowledging the results.   

 If you choose to complete and submit the VS1-36A form, it is only necessary to renew your accredita-
tion in the State in which your business address is located. This option can be completed at any time 
within 6 months prior to your renewal date.  

APHIS APPROVED SUPPLEMENTAL TRAINING (AAST) 

 The modules that comprise the training requirements are also located on the website noted above, 
and are referred to in the reminder emails. 

 Your requirement for the number of modules to complete is based on your Accreditation Category- 
Category I requires completion of 3 modules, Category II requires completion of 6 modules. 

 You may choose any of the available modules. Many of these are newly added, and there are more 
being developed to provide you with interesting and current information on a variety of subjects.  You 
are also not limited and may take as many as you like at any time.  A description of each module is 
available on our website within the APHIS Approved Supplemental Training Modules Are Now 
Available link. 

 Reminder: Be sure you save your certificates.  Do not mail them to any of the NVAP offices. Retain 
them for future possible audits. You are welcome to submit ideas for future modules. 

Veterinary Accreditation Renewal Info 6 

CWD in PA halts permits of  deer from PA 
On 10-11-12, the Pennsylvania Dept of Agriculture (PDA) announced the discovery of a CWD 
positive white-tailed deer in a farmed deer facility in Adams County, PA. Numerous other prem-
ises associated with this farm have been placed under quarantine by PDA. To learn more about 
this situation go to http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_24476_10297_0_43/

AgWebsite/Page.aspx?name=Chronic-Wasting-Disease-Information&navid=0&parentnavid=0&pageid=138&  

Effective 10-11-12, the importation of all CWD susceptible cervids from herds located in PA has been sus-
pended indefinitely. This suspension will remain in place until the PA authorities complete their epidemiology 
work and the NYS Dept of Agriculture and Markets and  the NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation are 
able to determine the deer imports from PA can be accomplished with an acceptable level of risk. 
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On August 9, 2011, USDA issued a proposed rule to make uniform the various methods of identifying live-
stock. Over 1,600 public comments were submitted by December 28, 2011. A final rule is expected sometime 
in 2013. Several significant changes have been proposed. 

One major change will be the prohibition against putting in more than one official tag.  There will be some rea-
sonable exemptions such as putting a vaccination tag in a calf that already has an official tag or putting a 
RFID tag in an animal which only has a visible (non-RFID) official tag. 

For changes in identification of cattle and bison moving interstate, the only official iden-
tification accepted will be: 

 8 or 9 digit alpha numeric National Uniform Eartag System (NUES) starting with 2 
digit state abbreviation (“21” or “NY” for New York, “23” or “PA” for Pennsylvania, 
etc.) or 

 15 digit numeric Animal Identification Number (AIN) (840 for USA, 124 for Canada) 
tags either RFID or non-RFID 

 Breed tattoos and registration numbers will not be considered official identification 

Previously recognized official tags such as USA FAIR and 900 series RFID tags that are not 
approved under the new rule may still be applied for 1 year after the final rule goes into ef-
fect and will be considered official for the life of the animal. 

For an undetermined period, cattle with a USDA back tag going directly to slaughter and cattle of beef breeds 
under 18 months not going to shows, exhibitions, rodeos or recreation events can travel interstate without an 
approved eartag. New York will still require cattle moving into the state to be officially identified.  Although 
there is an exemption for cattle and bison moving to “an approved tagging site” such as a livestock market, 
producers will be encouraged to officially identify their cattle as early as possible and before they leave the 
premises of birth. 

In March of 2011, Dr. John Clifford, Deputy Administrator and Chief Veterinary Officer for APHIS’ Veterinary 
Services’ (VS) program, reissued VS Memorandum 578.12 which now allows the distribution of USDA pro-
vided ear tags to individual herd owners.  Since December, 2011, 50,000 tags have been sent to 120 produc-
ers in New York State.  Because taggers were not readily available, they were not provided to cattle owners.   
Cattle owners had the option of buying a HASCO ear tag applicator or use one provided by a DHI or artificial 
insemination service.  (The eartags provided by most DHI’s and AI studs are from HASCO and National 
Brand and are larger than the eartags which the department provides to veterinarians, cattle dealers, and live-
stock markets.) 

USDA has provided the state with a limited number of HASCO taggers. These applicators are being made 
available to veterinarians whose clients have received the “21P” HASCO tags from this office and need help 
to put them in their cattle. Veterinarians and their staff may use the pliers to put in the tags assigned to the 
farm or a veterinary practice can loan out the taggers to farmers who are processing their cattle and want to 
identify them at the same time. These taggers will not fit the Ketchum tags which are routinely supplied to vet-
erinarians.  HASCO taggers may be ordered by adding “HASCO” tagger on blank lines on the accredited vet-
erinarian supply order form (AI-608 form). Only current category 2 (all species) veterinarians may order the 
HASCO taggers. For questions about animal ID or tagging, please call Dr. Jeff Huse at 518-457-3502. 

Update on Animal ID & the USDA Traceability Rule 

ACCEPTABLE 

Please mark vetaccred@agriculture.ny.gov as a ‘safe sender’ so you can get important, 
timely animal health alerts from Animal Industry. If your email has changed, email                 

vetaccred@agriculture.ny.gov with any corrections or changes. Thanks! 

Courtney L. McCracken, DVM, editor                      518-457-3502                             vetaccred@agriculture.ny.gov 
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