
 Depopulation of the Columbia 
County deer herd that contained a con-
firmed case of Bovine Tuberculosis has been 
completed.  The initial finding was the result 
of routine TB testing performed by a NYS 
Dept. of Agriculture & Markets veterinarian.  
None of the deer in the herd had outwardly 
visible signs of illness.  When the index case 
was necropsied, extensive lesions were visi-
ble throughout its abdominal and thoracic 
viscera.  USDA’s National Veterinary Ser-
vices Lab confirmed bovine TB by culture. 

 No additional cases of TB beyond 
the initial case have been detected.  All of 
the deer that were euthanized received ne-
cropsies at the NYS Animal Health Diagnos-
tic Center at Cornell University.  Tissue and 
blood samples from each animal were also 
sent to USDA’s National Veterinary Ser-
vices Lab in Ames, IA for histopathology and 
culture. 

Update on TB in Columbia County Captive Deer          by Dr. David Smith 

Fair Animal Health Requirement Update               by Dr. Jim Gray 

Regulation Changes for 2009: 

—Negative BVD-PI testing is required for 
all new world camelids (llamas, alpacas, 
guanacos and vicunas) beginning in 2009. 

—The TB test requirements have been 
eliminated for new world camelids. 

—Foals less than 6 months of age arriving 
at a fair without the dam no longer re-
quire negative EIA testing. 

—Recommendation to avoid commingling 
of sheep/goats with cattle has been 
modified to include only sheep. Goats 
have not been shown to be carriers of the 
MCF virus that can affect cattle. 

—A copy of the 2009 Animal Health Re-
quirement Booklet is included for your 
reference. It is also available online at: 
www.agmkt.state.ny.us. 
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The NYS Dept of Ag & 
Markets Pet Dealer pro-
gram is still offering an 

educational outreach pro-
gram to provide informa-
tion about the pet dealer 

program to veterinary 
providers. The program 
will last approximately 1 
hour and a department 

official will come directly 
to your clinic to present 
this information. If you 
are interested, please 
contact Ana Colon, Pet 

Dealer Program Manager 
at 518-457-3502 or email:  

anamarie.colon@ 

agmkt.state.ny.us 

NEW 

 Nearby herds of TB susceptible 
livestock have been tested and found nega-
tive. The NYS DEC and USDA Wildlife Ser-
vices collected samples from over 200 wild 
deer in the area of the farm.  The samples 
came from mainly from hunter-killed and 
road-killed deer.  Wild deer found dead 
from unknown causes in the area were also 
sampled.  To date, there is no evidence of 
spread beyond the infected captive deer 
herd. 

 The finding of the initial case in 
September, as well as the appearance of TB 
in other states should serve as a reminder 
that TB is still a threat and that test proce-
dures need to be followed precisely.  Any 
New York veterinarian with questions about 
official TB test procedures should call the 
Division of Animal Industry at 518-457-
3502. 



Reminders for Fair Animal Health Inspections: 

—Care should be taken when filling out fair certifi-
cates of veterinary inspection (AI-61) to avoid 
problems for your clients.  

—CVIs must be legible. 

—Identification should be taken from the animal, 
not just from registration papers or other docu-
ments. All too often, the ID on the registration 
paper is not on the animal. This creates unneces-
sary problems for your client at fair check in. 

—Review the Animal Identification section care-
fully. Animals must be uniquely identified. 

—Microchip is the preferred way to identify llamas 
and alpacas. Signed and dated photos and drawings 
on TB charts are allowed by the regulations but not 
ideal. 

—Animals accompanied by CVIs that are incomplete 
or do not adequately identify the animal will be re-
jected. While our staff makes an effort to re-
solved such issues where possible, be prepared to 
correct or reissue CVIs and get a complaint from 
an irate client. The bottom line is that this should 
not be necessary if you have done your work cor-
rectly according to the accreditation standards. 

—The intrastate certificate of veterinary inspec-
tion (AI-61) is for one species at a time only. 

BVD-PI Certificates: 

—Since BVD-PI testing is a once in a lifetime test, 
it is useful to supply your client with documentation 
that can be used in subsequent years for proof of 
testing. This could be in the form of a laboratory 
report that includes complete identification or cer-

tificate of results. A model certificate form is avail-
able on our webpage at: http://www.agmkt.state.ny.us/
AI/BVD-PI%20Certificate.pdf  The model certificate 
is a guide if you wish to create your own form and can 
be modified to cover llamas and alpacas. The Animal 
Health Diagnostic Center at Cornell University also can 
issue certificates upon request. Because this is a once 
in a lifetime test, it is particularly critical that the 
identification and owner information on the submission 
form is correct and legible. It is not necessary for lab 
results and/or certificates to accompany the CVI. The 
signed CVI with the proper test information entered 
is sufficient with the issuing veterinarian taking full 
responsibility. 

—The Exhibition Certificate of Veterinary Inspection 
(AI 61) updated in 2008 contains a column for BVD-PI 
test results.  The column is marked “Cattle Only” but 
should be used for new world camelids as well.  This 
form will be corrected when our current stock of AI-
61’s is depleted. 

Proof of Rabies Vaccination: 

—Requires a signed written statement: can be part of 
a CVI or a rabies vaccination certificate 

—Required information includes animal identification, 
product name, date of administration and duration of 
immunity if longer than 1 year. 

—A typical printed receipt from a veterinary office 
with this information or signature is not acceptable. 

—The information can be added to an EIA test record. 
A separate signature is required. 

Fair Animal Health Requirement Update (Continued)                                           by Dr. Jim Gray 

      Accredited Veterinarian Newsletter 

How can we make this newsletter better? 

Do you have any suggestions for articles? Is there anything that you are wondering about that per-
tains to NYS Dept of Ag & Market laws, etc? If so, email: vetaccred@agmkt.state.ny.us. You may 

just see your question and its answer in the next newsletter. We will keep all questions and sugges-
tions anonymous. Thanks!  



Contagious Equine Metritis (CEM):  

The national CEM incident response continues at a 
steady pace. Nationally, 13 stallions and 3 mares have 
tested positive for CEM.  There are over 600 exposed 
horses involved that have been identified, quarantined 
and are at various stages of testing. Some of these 
horses have completed testing and have been released 
from quarantine.  The 600+ horses are located in at 
least 45 states. The original source of CEM is still un-
known. At the time of this printing, New York has 10 
mares  and 1 stallion exposed to CEM that remain under 
quarantine. These mares will undergo testing and treat-
ment as outlined by the USDA CEM Incident Manual. 
Some of these mares will have the testing and treat-
ment completed soon whereas pregnant mares will have 
their testing and treatment completed once they have 
foaled.  

Equine: CEM Update                   by Dr. Courtney McCracken 

NAIS Update                                                        by David Smith 

 New York has currently registered 21, 438 
of the estimated 25, 559 or nearly 84% of the 
premises in New York. The NAIS and New York Ani-
mal Health Information System (NYAHIS) are pre-
paring to provide outreach events across the state 
during the spring and summer of 2009. If you would 
like more information regarding either the NAIS or 
NYAHIS programs or would like to be notified of an 
outreach event occurring in your area please feel 
free to contact Dr. David Smith at 518-457-3502.  

NAIS Toolkit 

 The NAIS program has developed a tool kit that 
can be used by accredited veterinarians in the field. This 
tool kit includes an introduction to the National Animal 
Identification System, the needs and benefits of NAIS 
as well as the role of the veterinarian  in NAIS. The tool 
kit also explains the use of the 840 Radio Frequency ID-
tags and how these devices are to be used. The twenty 
page booklet is available upon request to any accredited 
veterinarian in New York by emailing 
david.smith@agmkt.state.ny.us. Please provide your mail-
ing address when requesting your copy. Or you may view 
the toolkit online at: http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/
audience/vets/vets_toolkit.shtml 
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Cornell University and NYS Dept of Ag & Markets 
have created some general information sheets that 
are available to horse owners concerned about CEM. 
Please call Dr. Linda Mittel at Cornell University at 
607-253-4353 or Dr. Courtney McCracken at 518-
457-3502 to obtain these handouts. 
 

In the spring of 2009, the NY State Dept of Ag & Markets, Division of Animal Industry, will have depleted its sup-
ply of the AI-619A form, “Equine Infectious Anemia Test Record”. This form is a quadruplicate form with the top 
page being on blue paper. Once this supply has run out, we will start to use the federal form, VS 10-11 “Equine 
Infectious Anemia Laboratory Test.” It will be acceptable for you to use up the blue, state AI-619A forms and 
then start to use the federal VS 10-11 forms. We wanted to alert you to the new forms so that when you order 
EIA test records, you may be receiving either the last of the state AI-619A cards or the federal VS 10-11 forms. 
There will be no costs for ordering either of these forms. If you have any questions about the change or the forms 
themselves, please contact me, Dr. Courtney McCracken, at 518-457-3502. Otherwise, if you have questions about 
ordering, please call Gerard or MaryBeth at 518-457-1709. 



 Beginning April 1, 2009, breeding bulls en-
tering Texas must be officially identified, and may 
come certified as virgins, provided they are 24 
months of age or younger, and have not commin-
gled with female cattle. A breeder’s certificate 
must accompany the virgin breeding bull, signed by 
the breeder, and the information also must be in-
cluded on the certificate of veterinary inspection. 
Routine documents also are required, including the 
certificate of veterinary inspection, and other 
applicable tuberculosis or brucellosis entry re-
quirements must be met, depending on the state 
of origin, or if the bull is a beef or dairy animal.  

 Non-virgin breeding bulls or bulls older 
than 24 moths of age entering Texas on and after 
April 1 must be tested negative for trichomoniasis 
within 30 days prior to entry. During the test pe-
riod and prior to shipment, the bulls must have no 
contact with female cattle. Like virgin bulls, the 
non-virgin bulls must be officially identified with a 
breed registry tattoo or brand, a USDA metal ear 
tag, official RFID tag, official trichomoniasis ear 
tag from the state of origin, or other official 

identification. The animal must be accompanied by a 
completed trichomoniasis test document, certificate 
of veterinary inspection and other routine health 
documents.  

 There is a second phase of the program that 
will apply to Texas cattle and commencing on Janu-
ary 1, 2010.   

 For more information about this new regula-
tion please visit:    

http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/
pr/2009/2009Feb_TrichomoniasisProgramAdopted.

pdf 

Texas Cattle Trichomoniasis Program Adopted 
 Interstate Rules Effective 4/1/09     by Dr. Courtney McCracken 

NYSDAM-DAI 
Outreach and Education 
10 B Airline Drive 
Albany, NY 12235 

Phone: 518-457-3502 
Fax: 518-485-7773 
E-mail: courtney.mccracken@ 
agmkt.state.ny.us 

The NY Ram Project Continues! 

If your clients would like to have their rams genotyped to determine susceptibility to 
scrapie, funding is still available to cover the cost of this test. Accredited vets will be 
paid $15 per sample for each official test.  An official genotype test meets the follow-
ing requirements: the blood is drawn by an accredited vet, the sheep is officially identi-
fied with USDA approved scrapie identification, the sample is submitted with a VS Form 
5-29 (must be an original form) and the lab has been approved by APHIS for official 
scrapie genotyping. 

For an information packet or official submission forms, call  518-457-3502 or email 
joy.bennett@agmkt.state.ny.us   This project is funded through a cooperative agreement 
with  USDA-APHIS-VS. 

 Last Minute Reminders 

Inserted in this newsletter is the 2009 New York state and county fair regulations. Please read care-
fully as this year there have been some slight changes made to the regulations affecting multiple spe-
cies. If you have any questions about fair regulations, please contact Dr. Jim Gray at 518-457-3502.  
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