Giant Hogweed (GHW) is a federally listed noxious weed. GHW sap can cause severe
skin and eye irritation. GHW will grow 8 to 15 feet tall and can be found in rich moist
soils along roadsides, stream banks and abandoned sites. DON’T touch or handle
plants with bare hands, DON’T collect seeds or dig-up plants, DO wash
A4S ) D 0 immediately with soap and COLD water if sap contacts bare skin. DO report the
10X )] AYAl location of any GHW plants to the proper authority in your area.
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o Seedlings will
germinate in
fall or spring

o Small rosette
growth habits

o Stems have reddish-purple splotches
o 2-4 inches in diameter and hollow

o Covered with coarse hairs

o Leaves are compound with three
deeply incised leaflets

« May reach 3 to 5 feet in width

« Undersides of leaves are smooth

o If hairs are present, they are coarse
and white

The federal-state Cooperative
Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS)
program is focused on the early detection
of exotic invasive agricultural pests. State
inspectors and cooperators target invasive
insects, diseases and weeds considered to
have a high probability for introduction
and establishment in the State and the
U.S. Exotic invasives have the potential to
seriously impede our ability to move
plants and plant products domestically
and abroad in addition to posing a
significant risk to the environment.

Naja Kraus, DEC Weed Specialist
Forest Health and Protection
Program Botanist

NYS-DEC Div of Lands & Forests
21 South Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, New York 12561
Toll Free: 1-845-256-3111
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Check out New York CAPS
website at

www.nyscaps.com
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