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Meeting Notes:
New York State Council on Food Policy

Meeting held at the Oneida County Offices of the Cornell Cooperative Extension, Oriskany, NY, Nov 9, 2011.

Phil Giltner opened the meeting at 10:15. 

Housekeeping - Jim Manning, CCE Oneida County and Mohawk Valley Food Action Network. Brief description of the Oneida 
Correctional Cook-Chill Facility to be toured after the meeting - Marty Broccoli, CCE Oneida County Ag Economic Development. 
Amazingly, the CCF provides three meals per day for approximately $2.50. 

10:20: Results of study on gleaning programs in NY State. Cornell College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Associate Dean 
Michael Hoffman presented the results of a study CALS conducted on gleaning. Rebecca Staehr conducted the study, entitled, 
“Gleaning from New York State farms to benefit the Hungry: Overview and Recommendations.” This preliminary survey of the 
state of gleaning in New York State uncovered room for concern relating to liability for farmers, need for ‘match-making’ from 
extension, and other areas. Seven current gleaning programs (counting several counties’ Extension efforts as a single effort) 
were described in the report. It was noted that there is no coordination between gleaning programs on a statewide basis. The 
report will be posted on the CFP website and is attached here as an appendix. 

10:40: Results of Food & Health Network of South Central NY's Food System Assessment. Diane Albrecht, of the Food and 
Health Network of South Central New York gave a presentation on that organization’s 2011 Regional Food System Assessment. 
This very detailed report can be found on the FHN’s website: www.foodandhealthnetwork.org

11:00 Review of Mohawk Valley Food Action Network: Jim Manning, of the Oneida Cornell Cooperative Extension, gave a 
presentation on the efforts fo the Mohawk Valley Food Policy Action Network. This was done as part o Cornell’s architecture 
school’s “Rust to Green” project, but with a about 25 other partners, including the city of Utica, Catholic Charities, and many 
others. The project aims to develop a higher level of food security in the region, with special recognition of the needs of urban 
areas that need to be revitalized. The website for the Food Policy Action network is www.mvfoodaction.com. 

11:20 Commissioner's comments. New York State Agriculture and Markets Commissioner Darrel Aubertine spoke on the Federal 
Farm Bill. He noted that the Department of Agriculture and Markets is a actively engaged with other states on the Federal Farm 
Bill. Believes that the Northeast Association of State Departments of Agriculture have achieved a 85-95% consensus on 
agriculture policy. A letter on this agreement was sent to Washington. 

11:30 Discussion and Q&A
Highlights:
Commissioner Aubertine asked how the Council can play a role support of local initiatives such as those presented today; Ellie 
Wilson suggested using the Council's website to map such initiatives.  Others suggested Council could serve to spotlight and 
disseminate best practice approaches to local initiatives; Steve Miller, CCE Madison, recommends also looking at successful 
initiatives from other regions of the country.

Pat Hooker, from ESDC, suggested that there might be a role in such an effort, to be played by the Governor’s Regional 
Economic Development Councils. 

Discussion of Farm Bill potential impacts from NY State and NE region perspective.  Linda Bopp, Hunger Solutions, offered to 
send Commissioner her group's Farm Bill position paper.

Ellie Wilson recognized Ray Denniston's White House award.


