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MEMBER UPDATES 
 
Dawn Secor - Hunger Solutions (see attached document)  

 Anti-Hunger Task Force – developing prelim recommendations  
 Nutrition Outreach and Education Program (NOEP) 

o Connect 30,000 households to SNAP benefits  
 Completing year 3 Anti-Hunger Initiative  

o Connects national, statewide and local organizations to conduct 
targeted outreach efforts  

o Coordinate messaging via social media  
 1,000 households connected to SNAP as a result  

 Summer Food Service Program 
o Working with Senator Gillibrand to provide localized statistics  

 Contributed to the establishment of 70 new summer program food sites this 
year  

 Conducting SNAP outreach with food industry alliance  
 Planning an anti-hunger conference – March 2015 

 
Brendan Sexton – Local 1500 

 Coordinating with other groups to combat food deserts 
 
Linda LaViolette – Empire State Development  

 Fresh Connect Checks and Grant Program have been a great success 
 

Challey Comer – NYS Dept. of Agriculture & Markets 
 Promoting local food and agriculture through taste NY 

o Taste NY stores opening in Javits Center and Grand Central  
 Developing consistent food procurement standards for NYS 
 Upstate/Downstate Summit to occur before the end of the 2014 

 
Amy Koren-Roth– NYS Dept. of Health (see attached documents)  
 
Liz Neumark – Great Performances and the Sylvia Center  

 Continue to see local food and sustainably raised meat and seafood  
o Price has been an issue but is getting better 
o GrowNYC doing deliveries 5 days/wk – makes a difference  

 Katchkie Farm 
o First year of economic green  

 Workplace CSA model (including mayor’s office, Martha 
Stewart, etc) 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Sean Barrett – Dock to Dish (see attached document) 

 100% seafood sourced from NYS waters  
 Unsupported from any Government entity 
 No more processing facilities; using Amagansett  
 Has high volume restaurant members that support program  
 Would like to create community supported fishery (sustainably sourced) 
 Volume: 14 million lbs seafood per year – sustainably raised  

o Less than 2% being processed at local facility  
 Only using one processing facility that is far from Montauk;  
 Lost skilled filet labor in NY 
 How do you envision CSA portion to be successful? 

o Would need about 350-400 members (currently have 110) for CSF to be 
economically viable  biggest barrier is processing/filet  
 

Bill Ayers – www.whyhunger.org (see attached document) 
 Working with organizations that promote food justice 
 Need to promote self reliance – economic justice  
 Developed hunger hotline  
 Worked with Dept. Ag and Food and Nutrition Service to: 

o ….connect individuals with benefits 
o ….create emergency food programs 

 SNAP Pilot project 
o For SNAP eligible families, added $60/ month for single child to receive 

summer meals  cuts hunger by 1/3  
 Not just connecting people with meals, but also connecting them with CSA’s, 

gardens, etc.  
 Changing the emergency food system in our country -- engaging with people and 

asking the “why” question: why is there hunger in the richest country in the world?  
 

Zahrine Bajwa – CCE of Suffolk County (see attached document) 
 
Suffolk County Food Policy Council (see attached documents) 

 October 14 @ 9AM – Suffolk County Food Policy Hearing 
 Facebook Page and Twitter : https://twitter.com/SCFoodCouncil  
 November 10th – Movie showing about Veterans going into community gardens 

 
Erin Thoreson – Sustainable Long Island (see attached document) 

 Review of projects  
 Food insecurity 
 Healthy corner store initiative  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.whyhunger.org/
https://twitter.com/SCFoodCouncil
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Gwen O’Shea – Health and Welfare Council of Long Island (see attached document) 

 With support of Hunger Solutions, administered NOEP in Nassau and Suffolk County 
 Convened Anti-Hunger task force 
 Convened LI anti-hunger task-force initiative – leverage federal dollars to look at 

innovative ways to effectively reach out to communities 
 Integrate SNAP benefit into Exchange portal 

 
Diane Shulman and Janet Sklar–Jerry Shulman Produce Shipper (see attached 
document) 

 Team Nutrition—USDA—free resources for schools 
 Local Potato project  
 Local Beef project  

 
Michael Haynes – The Chapin Center for Public Policy; Long Island Cares, Inc. (see 
attached document) 

 Feature veterans services  
 

August Ruckdeschel (see attached document) 
 Speaking on behalf of Joseph Gergela, Long Island Farm Bureau 
 Personal comments: 

o Question on Food Metrics Bill- status update- how is it being implemented?  
 

Randi Dresner – Island Harvest (see attached document)  
 SNAP benefits being under utilized by eligible Long Islanders  
 SNAP outreach program  
 Healthy Foods Initiative  

 
George Proios – Chair of Local Soil and Water District Committee  

 NRCS promoted the development of the local soil and water district  
 Trying to address massive pollution problem 

o Methane digesters, etc  
 Hunts Point- needs more attention- where is the food coming from? How much are 

the farmers getting paid?  
 Need to produce new and better crops; need to provide technical assistance for 

farmers 
 Should refurbish dams  
 Every pesticide banned in this country is exported to developing countries – should 

develop a bill to ban this practice 
 Farm Development Agency – provide new equipment to farmers, including 

improved irrigation system and pesticide sprays to decrease amount coming out of 
sprays onto food products  
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