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CORNELL SMALL FARMS PROGRAM
ABOUT THE PROGRAM…. 

A Few of Our Programs…..

Small Farm Extension Mini grants
Small Farm Quarterly Magazine 
Beginning Farmer Training 
Organic Dairy Support & Business Planning
Bi-annual Statewide Small Farm Summits
Small Farm Work Teams

www.smallfarms.cornell.edu

Our Mission…..

Our mission is to foster the sustainability of 
diverse, thriving small farms that contribute 
to food security, healthy rural communities, 
and the environment. We do this by 
encouraging small farms-focused research 
and extension programs and fostering 
collaboration in support of small farms.

http://www.smallfarms.cornell.edu/pages/projects/workteams/energy.htmlwww.smallfarms.cornell.edu/pages/projects/workteams/energy.html


CORNELL SMALL FARMS PROGRAM
SMALL FARM SUMMITS 

Emerging Opportunities….
--Increase local market opportunities 
--Improve livestock processing regulations 

and infrastructure 
--Support beginning farmer development
--Explore renewable and alternative energy 

programs
--Examine alternative uses for idle 

agricultural lands
--Develop appropriate technologies

About the Summits

In 2006, the Cornell Small Farms Program 
hosted the first NY Small Farm Summit. 
Over 80 participants from around New York 
State brainstormed and then prioritized 
promising opportunities to enhance the 
viability of small farms in NY. In 2007, 120 
small farm supporters participated.



Livestock Processing Team

The Team was formed in 2007 to help 
livestock farmers and processors better 
deal with the issues they face. The team 
includes eighteen key individuals 
respected for their expertise in this area.

CORNELL SMALL FARMS PROGRAM
LIVESTOCK PROCESSING ISSUES

Livestock Processing Team Goals
1. Improve communication and 

understanding among livestock 
farmers, small scale processors, and 
regulatory agencies

2. Publicize livestock processing 
resources and assemble new 
resources as needed

3. Identify current challenges in livestock 
processing and possible solutions or 
opportunities 



Beginning Farmer Team 

A diverse team of CCE Educators, CU 
Faculty, and NY agencies and nonprofits 
who aims to enhance the likelihood of 
success of new ag enterprises by 
making the best resources and training 
available to any new or diversifying 
farmer in NY.

CORNELL SMALL FARMS PROGRAM
NY BEGINNING FARMER PROJECT

Beginning Farmer Resources
1. Guide to Farming in NY
2. NY Beginning Farmer Resource 

Center
3. Voices of Experience Videos
4. Online Beginning Farmer Course
5. Regional face to face trainings
6. Diverse partners, including NYFVI, RC 

& D, NOFA NY, Greenhorns, NY Ag 
Teachers Association and others



CORNELL SMALL FARMS PROGRAM
LOCAL MARKETS WORK TEAM

Work Team Goals

•Highlight existing producer -- consumer 
initiatives. 
•Increase collaboration and learning among 
local food practitioners and researchers 
•Develop a strategic plan for fostering 
marketing innovations to connect consumers 
with local and regional producers 

About the Local 
Markets Work Team 

The Local Markets Work Team is a network 
of individuals and organizations working to 
address the most significant and pressing 
issues to local food system success in New 
York.



The action plan was distributed to: 
-100 key members of the NY Senate 

and Assembly
-1,151 county offices
-13,246 NY Farms! members
-350 regional stakeholders

BuyLocalNY listserve with 275 members

Long term goals: 
-Greater support from NY Senate 

and Assembly Agricultural 
Committee Chairs
-Expanded efforts from the NYS 
Dept of Agriculture and Markets
-Coupling of agriculture AND 
economic development to 
develop local food systems
-Investment in agriculture, 
distribution and manufacturing to 
promote local food systems

CORNELL SMALL FARMS PROGRAM
LOCAL MARKETS WORK TEAM



CORNELL UNIVERSITY AND CCE
OTHER LOCAL MARKETS EFFORTS

Example Programs and Projects:
-Mapping Local Food Systems
-Maple Program
-Community and Rural Development Inst.
-Sheep Program
-Halal and Kosher Program
-NY Beginning Farmer Project
-Numerous County based projects

Local Food and Agriculture
Resource Guide

More than two dozen Cornell University-
based programs provide research -based 
information and student engagement on 
local food production and processing, 
supply-chain development, and local food 
insecurity.



Mission
Foster and increase meaningful 
applied and basic research, 
teaching and extension programs 
in all aspects of organic 
agriculture and marketing for New 
York State.

CORNELL ORGANIC AGRICULTURE EFFORTS
ORGANIC PROGRAM WORK TEAM

Goals
1. Provide a forum for discussion 

and action
2. Increase communication and 

productive collaborations
3. Advocate and promote organic 

activities within Cornell and NY
4. Identify or develop new resources



CORNELL ORGANIC AGRICULTURE EFFORTS
ORGANIC RESEARCH AND EXTENSION SUMMARY

 
 

Organic Agriculture  
At Cornell 

 
Summary of Research and 

Extension Projects 
2008 

 
 

www.organic.cornell.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 College of Agriculture and Life Sciences  
Cornell Cooperative Extension 



• Organic Seed Partnership
• Organic Dairy Initiative
• Organic Cropping Systems
• Reduced Tillage Systems
• Organic Vegetable Production 

Guides
• Orchard Management
• Organic Gardening

CORNELL ORGANIC AGRICULTURE EFFORTS
EXAMPLE PROJECTS
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