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Editor’s Note 
Assistant Director Jim Fitts retired on November 29, 2007 
with over 33 years of state service.  Joseph Simone was 
appointed to the position to replace Jim. 
 
2008 Laboratory Workshops 
The agenda and registration form for the 2008 Laboratory 
Workshops are attached to this newsletter. 
 
Certified Milk Inspectors and Processing Plant 
Superintendents may attend the Laboratory Workshop to 
fulfill their 2008 annual course requirement for Part 
2.6(a)(2)(xii) and (b)(2)(v).  
A DMC-284 “Continuing Education Form” is enclosed.  
Please complete the form for submission following the 
workshop or mail to: Joseph Simone,  
NYS Dept. of Agriculture & Markets, Div. of MC/DS, 10B 
Airline Drive, Albany, NY 12235 
 
New CMI Training Course 
The New CMI Training Course at Cornell is scheduled for 
July 22-24, 2008.  All new CMI’s are required to attend.  This 
course is also a good refresher. 
 
New CMI Applicants 
In order to comply with 1 NCYRR Part 2.6 and FDA all new 
Certified Milk Inspectors will be required to complete the 
following prior to a certificate being issued: 
 
Part 2.6 - Certified Milk Inspector 
(1)  Every person who performs the duties of a certified milk 
inspector shall apply for and hold a certificate issued by the 
commissioner.  An applicant for a certificate shall file an 
application upon a blank prepared under the direction of the 
commissioner and shall set forth the information deemed 
necessary by the commissioner for the administration of this 
Part. No certificate shall be granted unless the applicant has 
passed an examination designed to ascertain his ability to carry 
out the duties set forth in paragraph (2) of this subdivision, has 
attended a training course held by the commissioner within one 
year of receiving his certificate, has successfully completed a 
six-month probationary period and: 

 
(i) has a degree in dairy science or has completed college level 
courses acceptable to the commissioner; 
(ii) has at least six months satisfactory experience in dairy farm 
inspection; or 
(iii) has at least one year's satisfactory experience in the dairy 
industry and at least one month's satisfactory training in dairy 
farm inspection. 
 
All new CMI applicants are required to complete 25 farm 
inspections and be in 80% agreement with the Regulatory 
Agency representative. 
 
Certificates will initially be issued for a six month probationary 
period.  Following completion of the probationary period, a 
permanent certificate will be issued. 
 
The 2007 PMO requires that a dairy farm inspection 
evaluation of 25 farms be completed in a three year period, 
with the CMI in 80% agreement with the Regulatory Agency.  
 
Please note: This is a requirement for all those that have 
CMI certificates.  
 
If you have a CMI certificate and are inactive, retired or  not 
performing routine inspections, you are also required to 
have a 25 farm inspection evaluation, every 3 years or your 
certificate will not be valid. 
 
Abnormal Milk Pasteurizers 
Someone recently asked if an abnormal milk pasteurizer would 
be a violation if in the milkhouse.  RMS Bob Altobelli provided 
me with an e-mail with the following answer: 
“The milkhouse is for Grade A milk use only.  Storage, 
except during actual milking time, and/or processing of 
abnormal milk in the milk house is an Item 6r violation.” 
 
 

Drug Labeling 
The 2007 PMO Includes additional requirements for OTC 
drugs as noted in NCIMS proposal 107.  Item 15r Drug and 
Chemical Control – Administrative Procedures #4 -Drugs shall 



be properly labeled to include the name and address of the 
manufacturer or distributor for OTC drugs, or veterinary 
practitioner dispensing the product for Rx and extra label use 
drugs.  (NEW) – If the drug is dispensed by a pharmacy on 
the order of a veterinarian, the labeling shall include the 
name of the prescribing veterinarian and the name and 
address of the dispensing pharmacy, and may include the 
address of the prescribing veterinarian. 
 
 
Positive Drug Load Data 
Year # of Positive Loads Load Pounds  
2002  299  7,218,052    Apr-Dec only 
2003  227  8,233,384 
2004  184  6,894,785 
2005  156  5,572,939 
2006  154  5,715,106 
2007  131  5,109,998  
 
The chart above is our historical data of positive drug loads 
recorded and disposed of in New York.  As you can see New 
York is getting better, with less loads and pounds disposed of, 
each year. 
 
2007 FDA Check Rating Information 
The following information was submitted by our Regional Milk 
Specialists Bob Altobelli and Steve Pierson. 
  
40 farms were inspected during the 4 check-ratings completed 
in 2007 (results are summarized below). The average 
enforcement score was 86% and the average sanitation score 
was 90%.  One BTU had an adverse action due to a low 
enforcement score. The most significant items found are as 
follows; 
  
Sanitation: 
Construction of Barn Walls and Ceilings 19/40 - 48% 
Compliance 
Barn Cleanliness 21/40 53% Compliance 
Miscellaneous Milkhouse Requirements 26/40 65% 
Compliance 
Minor Water Protection Issues 27/40 = 68% Compliance 
Milkhouse outer openings 29/40 = 73% Compliance 
Dirty Cows 31/40 = 78% Compliance 
Enforcement: 
Interpretation of the PMO -10/40 =25% Compliance   
Enforcement Actions Taken against the producer on repeat 
violations 36/40 = 65% Compliance 
Hauler/Sampler Evaluations Complete 24/30 = 80% 
Compliance 
 
 

Farm Sanitation Items Insp. Comp.   
1.1 Abnormal Milk 40 40 100% 

2.1 Barn Floors 40 33 82.50% 
2.2 Barn Walls and Ceilings 40 19 47.50% 

2.3 Separate Stalls 40 34 85% 

2.4 Barn Lighting 40 39 97.50% 
2.5 Barn Ventilation 40 38 95% 
3 Barn Cleanliness 40 21 52.50% 

4. Cow Yard 40 40 100% 
5.1 Milkhouse Floors 40 32 80% 

5.2 Milkhouse Walls and Ceilings 40 34 85% 
5.3  Lighting and Ventilation 40 39 97.50% 

5.4 Milkhouse Misc. 40 26 65% 
6 Milkhouse Cleanliness 40 36 90% 

7 Toilet 40 39 97.50% 
8.1 Water Supply – Minor 40 27 67.50% 
8.2 Water Supply – Major 40 37 92.50% 

9 Construction 40 37 92.50% 
10 Equipment Cleanliness 40 34 85% 

11 Equipment Sanitizing 40 35 87.50% 
12 Equipment Storage 40 20 50% 

13 Cow Cleanliness 40 31 77.50% 
14 Protection from Contamination 40 38 95% 

15.1 Animal Drug Storage & Labeling  40 36 90% 
15.2 Animal Drug 40 38 95% 

16  Handwash Facilities 40 38 95% 
18 Cooling 40 37 92.50% 

19.1  Manure Storage 40 40 100% 
19.2  Milkhouse Outer Openings 40 29 72.50% 

19.3 Insects  40 40 100% 
19.4  Surroundings 40 35 87.50% 

Bacteria Drugs 40 38 95% 
All Other Items 40 40 100% 

Farm Enforcement Item Insp. Comp.   
1.  Permits 40 40 100% 

2.  Frequency of Inspection 40 40 100% 
3.  Inspection Posted 40 38 95% 

4.  Interpretations 40 10 25% 
5.  TB and Brucellosis  4 4 100% 

6.  Water Samples 40 39 97.50% 
7.  Producer Samples 40 40 100% 

8.  Enforcement Actions 40 26 65% 
9. Records 40 38 95% 

Farm Sampling Procedures Insp. Comp.   
1. SSO Certified  5 5 100% 

2. Training Program 4 4 100% 
3. SSO Delegation 8 6 75% 
4. Sampler Permit 30 30 100% 

5. Sampler Evaluations 30 24 80% 
6. Sampling Compliance 24 24 100% 
7. Enforcement Actions 30 30 100% 

8. Records 38 38 100% 
 


