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Commercial Fertilizer Distributor License, Soil and Plant Inoculant Brand License  
Application Information in New York State 

 
Fertilizer License 
The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets licenses the fertilizer company as a 
Commercial Fertilizer Distributor.  Individual fertilizer only products are not registered or 
licensed individually.  The business name which appears on and which guarantees the product 
contents on the fertilizer label must be licensed. The license fee is $150 for a two year 
period. All licenses expire on Dec. 31, of an even numbered year. License fees are not pro-
rated. The license fee is always $150 independent of the time of application.   Licenses are 
not transferable and license fees are not refundable. 
 
 If additional fertilizer products are to be sold under a current valid license, you may send 
a copy of the label(s) and a letter stating you wish to add fertilizer products under your 
current license. The labels are reviewed for compliance.  If the label information is in 
violation of Article 10 (NYS Fertilizer Law) you will then be requested to revise it for 
compliance or the product label will not be approved of for distribution of the product. 
Please indicate a contact e-mail address in the correspondence.  
 
 If a fertilizer product also contains a microorganism(s) such as a Bacteria, Mycorrhizae, 
Fungi, etc. beneficial to plant growth, it will need an additional and separate soil and 
plant inoculant license.  
 
Soil Inoculant and/or Plant Inoculant License  
The soil and plant inoculant license is issued per individual brand.  Each product brand 
which contains a microorganism(s) needs a separate soil and plant inoculant license. This is 
unlike the Commercial Fertilizer Distributor License in which the “labeler” of the fertilizer 
is licensed to distribute commercial fertilizer.   Each product or Brand with a 
microorganism(s) claim will need its own individual soil and plant inoculant license.  There 
is no fee for a soil and plant inoculant license.  The soil and plant inoculant license 
expires on Dec. 31, of an even numbered year. When filling out the soil and plant inoculant 
license application, the guaranteed analysis section is referring to the microorganism(s) 
claims in the product.  Include the soil and plant inoculant product label with the 
application. 
 
All paper applications are two pages. Please complete in full, sign the application, and send 
the paper application to the Department for processing. Include the license fee payment when 
applicable and copies of the fertilizer and/or inoculant product labels for review. When 
submitting the Credit Card Authorization form, please sign with an original ink signature.  
Do NOT fax or email copies of the applications. Should you fail to provide all the requested 
information and a signature, your application will not be processed.  
 
 
 
              
 


