Screening Tool

For

Roofs and Covers for Heavy Use Areas, Barnyards and Feedlots

Due to the relatively high costs of constructing roofs and covers for heavy use areas, barnyards, and feedlots, funding through the Agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control (AgNPS) Program for these types of practices must be justified to protect and/or restore water quality.  Funding through the AgNPS Program for covered Heavy Use Areas, Barnyards, or Feedlots may be a viable option if other less costly alternatives are not feasible.  However, funding through the AgNPS Program shall not be used for the cost-share of new or relocated production facilities such as barns for livestock.    

To warrant consideration of AgNPS funding for a roof, or cover, the following screening protocol must be completed and signed by the proposal applicant (Sponsoring District), and Landowner/Operator.  The information requested should be found in the CNMP or Tier 3A plan for the farm.

1. Please provide the total cost of this system and the number of animals it will treat.

     
2. Please describe the existing condition of the area to be addressed by the proposal:

a. Include animal types and numbers 
     
b. Current management (pasture, confined, etc.) 
     
c. The current animal housing situation(s).
     
d. The current area to be addressed by the grant including size, purpose, use, frequency of animals on the site, etc

     
3. After completion of the proposed project, will there be other heavy use areas left on the farm untreated?

     
4. Please adequately describe the current resource concerns for the site currently being utilized by the animals to be included in the roofed structure.  Please include the following, at a minimum: 

a. The proximity and flow path of the project site to surface water or other hydrologically sensitive area including distance, type, vegetation, etc.?
     
b. The potential for ground water contamination if site is left untreated including soil types and properties, nearness to groundwater, aquifers, etc.?

     
5. Please describe all alternatives that were evaluated and discussed with the landowner to manage runoff from the barnyard, feedlot, or heavy use area, including the roofed alternative being proposed.
     
6. For all other alternatives, please provide the following information:
a. Reason for not selecting other alternatives or reason that other alternatives are not feasible

     
b. The estimated costs of each alternative

     
7. If a covered or roofed system is estimated to be the most expensive alternative and other less costly alternatives are feasible, what is the farmers match contribution to the proposed project in both total dollars and percentage:
	Farmer Contribution
	NYS AgNPS Grant
	Other Grants (e.g. EQIP)

	$     
	$     
	$     

	       %
	       %
	       %


8.  Please attach a current plan map that shows the location of the proposed covered 
     heavy use area, barnyard, or feedlot.

Additional Operations and Maintenance Requirements

1. If project is selected for funding and is completed pursuant to approved scope and budget, the farmer agrees to operate and maintain the BMP system for the purpose intended for the system’s designated lifespan.
2. If project is selected for funding and is completed pursuant to approved scope and budget, the farmer agrees to not move the environmental concern from one area to another by allowing a new, untreated barnyard, heavy use area, or feedlot to develop adjacent to contracted project site.  
3. If project is selected for funding and is completed pursuant to approved scope and budget, the District agrees to regularly evaluate the project on an annual basis for the designated lifespan to ensure that the farmer is operating and maintaining the system and the system is performing as designed and constructed and its fulfilling its intended use.
Project Applicant/Farmer Review & Certification
Date Completed ________________         
Project Applicant (Conservation District) _____________________________________
Farm Name _____________________________________________________________
AEM Farm ID# __________________________________

I hereby affirm under penalty of perjury that information provided on this form and attached statements are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.  
Land Owner/Operator Signature: _________________________ Date ___________
Project Applicant Signature:        _________________________ Date ___________
