
Applicant Webinar 
ROUND 13 

Farmland Protection Implementation Grants (FPIG) 
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA) 

 

1 of 38 

 



Applicant Webinar 
ROUND 13 

Farmland Protection Implementation Grants (FPIG) 
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA) 

 

2 of 38 

 



Applicant Webinar 
ROUND 13 

Farmland Protection Implementation Grants (FPIG) 
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA) 

 

3 of 38 

 



Applicant Webinar 
ROUND 13 

Farmland Protection Implementation Grants (FPIG) 
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA) 

 

4 of 38 

Eligible Applicants for this RFA 
 

 Only municipalities may respond to this grant opportunity – 
 
 Towns 

 
 Cities 

 
 Villages 

 
NOTE:  

(i) Furthermore, only New York State municipalities that are located within a county 
which has established an agricultural and farmland protection board are 
eligible to submit applications for funding under this grant opportunity. 

 
(ii) Although otherwise eligible under FPIG, all counties, not-for-profit conservation 

organizations and soil & water conservation districts are not eligible to respond to 
this grant opportunity. 

 
(iii) Each municipality must submit a copy of a resolution that authorizes the submission 

of the application to the state. 
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S A M P L E – Resolution authorizing submission of grant application 
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S A M P L E – Resolution authorizing submission of grant application 
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Eligible Projects for this RFA 
 

 Under this grant opportunity, projects eligible for funding are specifically limited to those that – 
 

1. remove unreasonable restrictions from municipal land use and subdivision regulations, zoning, and 
site plan requirements pertaining to agricultural land and farm operations 

 
OR 

 
2. establish an implementation-ready Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program for farmland 

protection 
 

NOTE:  
(i) Each proposed project must be endorsed for funding by the agricultural and 

farmland protection board for the county in which the municipality is located. 
 
(ii) Projects regarding incentive zoning or land use moratoria are not eligible for 

funding under this grant opportunity. 
 
(iii) Although otherwise eligible under FPIG, no conservation easement projects are 

eligible for funding under this grant opportunity – a separate grant opportunity 
will be forthcoming yet this State Fiscal Year (by 3/31/2014). 
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S A M P L E – County AFPB letter endorsing project for funding 
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Eligible Projects for this RFA (continued) 
 

 For projects to remove unreasonable restrictions, please be advised of these stipulations: 
 
 Such projects may only be submitted by a single municipality 

 
NOTE:  

(i) Joint applications of two municipalities for these specific projects are not eligible 
for funding under this grant opportunity. 

 
 Any applicant may submit one application to remove unreasonable restrictions and that same 

applicant may also submit an additional application to establish a TDR program. 
 
NOTE:  

(i) No applicant shall submit more than two applications in response to this grant 
opportunity. 
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Eligible Projects for this RFA (continued) 
 

 For projects to establish an implementation-ready TDR program, please be advise of these stipulations: 
 

 Such projects may be proposed in any of the following arrangements: 
 

(i.) sole participation of the applicant municipality (i.e., a town or a village or a city), 
 

(ii.) collaboration of two municipalities (e.g., a town and a village or two towns or a town 
and a city) through an inter-municipal agreement where the two municipalities apply 
jointly, or 

 
(iii.) collaboration of two municipalities (e.g., two towns or a village and a town or a city 

and a town) through an inter-municipal agreement where only one of these 
municipalities is the applicant. 

 
 Any applicant may submit one application to establish a TDR program and that same applicant 

may also submit an additional application to remove unreasonable restrictions from municipal laws. 
 
NOTE:  

(i) No applicant shall submit more than two applications in response to this grant 
opportunity. 
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Eligible Costs 
 

 Funds awarded may be used for any of the following purposes directly related to amendments to 
municipal laws affecting agricultural lands, farm operations or farmland protection: 
 

1. personal services, including fringe benefits, for professional, secretarial, and legal services related 
directly to the amendment of municipal laws affecting agricultural lands, farm operations or 
farmland protection 

 
2. consultant services 
 
3. travel (at State government rates) 
 
4. conducting public hearings 
 
5. expendable supplies 
 
6. printing 
 
7. communication 

 
NOTE:  

(i) Costs incurred prior to the start date of the funding agreement shall not be eligible 
for reimbursement. 
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Awards 
 

 Maximum of $15,000 may be awarded to a single municipal applicant 
 

 Maximum of $30,000 may be awarded to two municipalities applying jointly 
 

NOTE:  
(i) When two municipalities apply jointly, one municipality must be designated as the lead 

municipality for contractual purposes. 
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Local Match Contribution 
 

 Municipality must provide a twenty-five percent (25%) match of cash or in-kind services 
 

 Minimum of twenty percent (20%) of local match contribution must be cash 
 

NOTE:  
(i) Each municipality must submit a copy of a resolution or letter from an authorized municipal 

official obligating the applicant cash match. 
 

(ii) Cash and in-kind match must be for items that are eligible costs and may be provided by 
the applicant or other supporters of the project.  In-kind services match may include any of 
the eligible cost items listed in the RFA. 

  
(iii) The following items may not be considered as local match:  (a) cost of preparing 

applications, (b) project costs incurred prior to the start date of the funding agreement, (c) 
indirect and overhead costs, and (d) other New York State Funds. 
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S A M P L E – Applicant letter obligating local cash match 
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Project Deliverables 
 

 All proposed amendments to municipal laws for projects awarded through this RFA should be submitted 
to the Department within 24 months of state approval of the awarded contract. 

 

 Required deliverables for awarded projects that – 
 
 remove unreasonable restrictions from municipal land use and subdivision regulations, zoning, and 

site plan requirements pertaining to agricultural land and farm operations: 
 
1. Each proposed local law shall address all of the unreasonable restrictions identified in that 

municipal applicant’s audit of its local laws. 
 

2. Each municipality shall file the resulting local law with the New York State Department of 
State.  A copy of the filed local law must be submitted as part of the successful applicant’s 
final report to the Department. 
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Project Deliverables (continued) 
 

 Required deliverables for awarded projects that – (continued) 
 

 establish an implementation-ready Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program for farmland 
protection: 

 
1. Each proposed law shall contain – 

 
(i.) map(s) of sending area(s) and receiving area(s), including designation of all Prime 

Soils and all Soils of Statewide Importance within each such area;  
 

(ii.) the determination of the number of transferable development rights (or credits) 
available per sending area;  

 
(iii.) the determination of the number of transferable development rights (or credits) 

authorized for use per receiving area; and  
 

(iv.) the draft conservation easement document to be used for each TDR transaction. 
 

2. Each municipality shall file the resulting local law with the New York State Department of 
State.  A copy of the filed local law must be submitted as part of the successful applicant’s 
final report to the Department. 
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Disbursements 
 
 
MILESTONE TIMING DESCRIPTION SCHEDULED PAYMENT 

(State Contribution) 

Agreement start date 
 

 Date of funding Agreement None 

State approval of 
Agreement 

0 
Months 

Date Agreement is Approved by the Department.  25% Advance 

Proposed Amendments to 
Local Law  
 

0-24 
Months 

Municipality submits draft local law change. None 

Draft Amended Law Review 24-28 
Months 

Department reviews, comments, and approves 
amendments. 

65% Interim 

 Law Filing 28-32 
Months 

 

Local law is filed with NYS Secretary of State  
 

None 

Final Report 32-36 
Months 

Municipality submits final report for Department 
approval. 
 

10% Final 

Agreement expiration 
 

 Three (3) years after Agreement start date None 
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Application Materials 
 

 Applicants must use the sections as provided in Attachments #1 through #6 of this RFA to create each 
application to be submitted to the Department. 
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Application Materials (continued) 
 

 An application must also include the following supplemental information, as applicable, as described in 
(1) OR (2) below – 

 
1. For projects to remove unreasonable restrictions from municipal land use and subdivision 

regulations, zoning, and site plan requirements pertaining to agricultural land and farm 
operations: 

 
 Copy of the audit of your municipal laws that was completed prior to the submission of 

the application in response to this RFA. 
 

NOTE:  
(i) The audit is a written summary of the identification and analysis of all 

unreasonable restrictions contained in the municipality’s existing land use 
and subdivision regulations, existing zoning, and existing site plan 
requirements. 
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S A M P L E – Audit of local laws 
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S A M P L E – Audit of local laws 
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S A M P L E – Audit of local laws 
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S A M P L E – Audit of local laws 
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S A M P L E – Audit of local laws 
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Application Materials (continued) 
 

 An application must also include the following supplemental information, as applicable, as described in 
(1) OR (2) below – (continued) 

 
2. For projects to establish an implementation-ready TDR program for farmland protection: 

 
 Attach a map-like document that illustrates the preliminary location of “sending area(s)” 

within the jurisdictional boundaries of the participating municipality(ies). 
 

NOTE:  
(i) An acceptable “map-like document” may be one of the following:  (1) a tax 

parcel map, (2) aerial photograph, or (3) similar imagery created by a 
Geographic Information System, onto which the preliminary location of 
“sending area(s)” is illustrated. 

 
 If two municipalities are applying jointly, attach a copy of the fully executed inter-

municipal agreement between those participating municipalities. 
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S A M P L E – “Map-like” document illustrating “sending area(s)” 
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S A M P L E – “Map-like” document illustrating “sending area(s)” 
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S A M P L E – “Map-like” document illustrating “sending area(s)” 
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