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  December 16, 2013 
 
 
 
To:  Town Supervisors  
  Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board Chairs 
  Cornell Cooperative Extension Agents 
  Other Interested Parties 
 
Re:  Request for Applications for Farmland Protection Implementation Projects 
 
 
 I am pleased to announce the availability of a Request For Applications (RFA) to 
solicit State assistance payments for certain Farmland Protection Implementation 
Projects.  The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets (the 
“Department”) invites applications for financial assistance only from municipalities 
specifically to: 

 
(1) remove unreasonable restrictions from municipal land use and subdivision 
regulations, zoning, and site plan requirements pertaining to agricultural land and 
farm operations,  

 
AND/OR 

 
(2) establish an implementation-ready Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) 
program for farmland protection. 

 
 Grant applications will be accepted on a continuous basis.  The RFA will remain 
open and awards will be made until such time as available funds are fully committed, or 
the RFA is closed. 
 

New York State municipalities that are located within a county that has 
established an agricultural and farmland protection board are eligible to submit 
applications for funding under this RFA.  Municipalities include cities, towns and 
villages.  Furthermore, each proposed project must be endorsed for funding by the 
agricultural and farmland protection board for the county in which the municipality is 
located. 
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Approximately $500,000 is available for awards under this RFA through an open 
application and awards process.  Maximum funding is $15,000 per awarded project to a 
single municipal applicant or $30,000 per awarded project to two municipalities applying 
jointly.  Municipalities must provide a twenty-five percent (25%) match of cash or in-kind 
services.  A minimum of twenty percent (20%) of that match must be cash. 
 
 The RFA (which includes all application forms) is available for printing from the 
Department’s website at www.agriculture.ny.gov under “Funding Opportunities.”  In 
addition, our staff can provide these documents to you via e-mail.  To receive any or all 
of these documents in digital form, or if you require a printed paper copy of the RFA, 
please contact: 
 
  David Behm, Farmland Protection Program Manager 
  Division of Land and Water Resources 
  NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets 
  10B Airline Drive 
  Albany, NY 12235 
 
  Telephone: 518-485-7729 
  Fax:  518-457-3412 
  E-mail: david.behm@agriculture.ny.gov 
 

A series of webinars will be offered during January 2014 to provide potential 
applicants with a more thorough understanding of this RFA and to help guide the 
development of acceptable applications and worthy projects.  More information about 
the webinars is available from the Department’s website at www.agriculture.ny.gov 
under “Funding Opportunities.”  The webinars will be conducted on the following 
Wednesdays: 

 January 15, 2014, between 9:00am-12:30pm 

 January 22, 2014, between 9:00am-12:30pm 

 January 29, 2014, between 9:00am-12:30pm 
 
 Thank you for your interest in farmland protection in New York State.  I look 
forward to receiving your applications. 
 
      
 Sincerely, 

        
 
 James B. Bays 
      Acting Commissioner 
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