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NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

Request for Proposals – FY2007-2008


New York State 

Department of Agriculture and Markets
2007-2008 (Round XI) Application Form
Farmland Protection Implementation Projects

Instructions:  

1.
Respond to each of the following questions in the space provided and ONLY attach separate statements or maps as directed.  Any attached statement MUST NOT exceed ONE page.

2. The details that you provide in response to the items below together with one Form B.1 (Budget Summary for the entire application) and a Project Budget for each farm project contained in your application will form the basis for the scoring of each proposal submitted.  If requesting funds for two or more farms, the information requested in Part 2, Items 1 through 8, should be separated for each farm, but may be aggregated onto attached maps, lists or charts from which the information for each farm can be clearly delineated.
3.
You MUST provide all the information requested in order for your proposal to receive full consideration for funding.  Failure to provide all information may result in disqualification of certain proposed farms within an applicant’s proposal and/or a lower overall score for a proposal.
Part 1 – Applicant Information (for single or joint applications)

1. Please provide the (a) name and (b) address of municipality(s) in the space below.

	(a)
	

	(b)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Please provide the (a) name, (b) mailing address, (c) telephone number, (d) fax number, and (e) e-mail address of one primary contact person.

	(a)
	

	(b)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	(c)
	

	(d)
	

	(e)
	


3.
Please provide a copy, if available, of any plan, report or map describing any existing or proposed public sewer or water infrastructure in the vicinity of each farm proposed for permanent protection.

Part 2 – Project Details  (Repeat all Part 2 information if more than one farm.)
1. Landowner Information – Please provide (a) landowner’s name, (b) farm name and (c) address.  Does any landowner listed below have a conflict of interest?  
_   No     __ Yes – if so, submit documentation regarding how you addressed each conflict of interest.  (NOTE:  Please refer to “Applicant Eligibility” on pages 2-3 of the Request For Proposals for additional information regarding conflicts of interest.)   
	(a)
	

	(b)
	

	(c)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Property Identification – Department staff will conduct a visual survey of the farm(s) proposed for funding.  Please provide written driving directions (in the table at the bottom of this page) to each farm from a major highway.  
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Attach a tax parcel map(s) and other information as needed (all of which should be labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #2”) so Department staff can locate the farms or parcels to be protected, including the approximate configuration of the property boundaries of each farm and nearby landmarks such as prominent natural or man-made features.  On each tax parcel map (or aerial photograph) of each farm, you MUST outline the boundaries of:  (a) the proposed conservation easement area, and (b) any other adjoining or nearby tax parcel (or portion thereof) also owned by the landowner but not included in this conservation easement project (i.e., “excluded lots”).  For each and any such excluded lot, you MUST attach a statement discussing why you believe the exclusion of such lot(s) from the proposed conservation easement area will NOT affect the long-term viability of the agricultural land for that particular farm contained in your proposal.

Has any of this property (including any excluded lots) been subdivided by the current landowner within the five (5) years preceding the date of this application?  If so, you MUST attach a statement discussing why the landowner did so and you MUST provide a copy of the subdivision plan.
3. Farmland Easement Information – 
	For each farm, please provide ALL of the following information:

· Please complete the far right two columns of this table for the proposed conservation easement area associated with each farm in your proposal.

· Please attach a soil survey map of the proposed conservation easement area associated with each farm in your proposal.

· Please attach a table illustrating the acreage of each soil type comprising (a) USDA Prime Soils, and (b) Soils of Statewide Significance occurring within the proposed conservation easement area associated with each farm in your proposal.
	Farm
Rank Order
	Acres
	Extent of

Proposed

Easement Area ( % )

	Acres to be protected

(based upon either a tax parcel map or an existing legal survey) =
	(#1)
	
	

	
	(#2)
	
	

	
	(#3)
	
	

	# of protected acres available for crop and/or livestock production =
· Please calculate the extent of the proposed easement area for this item for each farm as follows (enter this information in far right column of this row in this table):

# of protected acres available for crop and/or livestock production divided by the # of protected acres, then multiply that amount by 100 to determine its % (round up to the nearest whole number).
	(#1)
	
	

	
	(#2)
	
	

	
	(#3)
	
	

	# of protected acres in woodlands and wetlands =
· Please calculate the extent of proposed easement area for this item for each farm as follows (enter this information in far right column of this row in this table):

# of protected acres in woodland and wetlands divided by the # of protected acres, then multiply that amount by 100 to determine its % (round up to the nearest whole number).
	(#1)
	
	

	
	(#2)
	
	

	
	(#3)
	
	

	# of protected acres in USDA Prime Soils =
· Please calculate the extent of proposed easement area for this item for each farm as follows (enter this information in far right column of this row in this table) (NOTE:  Prime soils are distinct from those below.):

# of protected acres in USDA Prime Soils divided by the # of protected acres, then multiply that amount by 100 to determine its % (round up to the nearest whole number).
	(#1)
	
	

	
	(#2)
	
	

	
	(#3)
	
	

	# of protected acres in Soils of Statewide Significance =
· Please calculate the extent of proposed easement area for this item for each farm as follows (enter this information in far right column of this row in this table) (NOTE:  These soils are distinct from those above.):

# of protected acres in Soils of Statewide Significance divided by the # of protected acres, then multiply that amount by 100 to determine its % (round up to the nearest whole number).
	(#1)
	
	

	
	(#2)
	
	

	
	(#3)
	
	


Note:  Please DO NOT submit copies of LESA or other farmland assessment reviews, local application forms, or local ranking systems for proposed farms.
Statement of Relevance – All applicants must attach a brief statement (labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #3”) that clearly and convincingly illustrates the relevance, importance and significance of protecting the farm(s) identified in your proposal to the implementation of your County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan, or, if the applicant is a municipality, that municipality’s farmland protection plan or comprehensive plan or similar planning document.  DO NOT RELY SOLELY ON YOUR PLANNING DOCUMENT TO MAKE YOUR CASE.

4. Nature of Farm Enterprise – Please attach a statement (labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #4) to describe the current farm enterprise and use, including the type and size of the operation, recent production history, years in operation, plans for future operations, amount of additional land owned and/or rented, and awards received (e.g. Dairy of Distinction).

5. Farm Succession – Please attach a statement labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #5”) to describe the factors and/or attributes of the farm that suggest it will likely continue to be a farm in the future.

6. Proximity to Protected Farms – Please attach a statement labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #6”) to describe the extent to which the proposed farm is bordered by or proximate to other previously protected farms (including those protected by conservation easements resulting from landowner donations or those purchased with funds from other land protection programs), or to farms that might reasonably be protected in the future.  Provide a map identifying the proposed farm(s) and the other nearby farms that have been, or are likely to be, protected.  You may also attach an additional statement to describe the extent to which the proposed farm is bordered by other permanently protected open space areas that serve as a buffer from residential and other non-farm land uses for the proposed farm(s).
7. Significant Natural Resource Buffer – Please attach a statement labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #7”) to describe the extent to which the farm will serve as a buffer for a significant natural public resource containing important ecosystem or habitat characteristics.  Your statement MUST (i) identify the significant natural public resource to be protected, and (ii) explain the how the permanent protection of the proposed farm will provide a buffer to this significant natural public resource.
8. Evidence of Development Pressure – Please attach a statement labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #8”) to describe the extent to which the farm is facing significant development pressure.  You may incorporate any maps, tables, or other information showing development patterns, trends, population figures, or other relevant factors as part of your one-page attachment.

9. Landowner Commitment - Please attach a signed current statement labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #9”) from the landowner(s) indicating a willingness to participate in the program and to provide the match, if any (as identified in the project budget).  If a project budget reflects a bargain sale donation from the landowner, the landowner commitment letter MUST acknowledge a willingness to provide the donation as a local match contribution.
10. Stewardship Responsibilities - 

	Name of municipality or organization that will hold the conservation easement(s):
	

	Name of municipality or organization, if any, that will serve as a third party with right of enforcement for the conservation easement(s):
	

	Name of municipality or organization that will regularly monitor the conservation easement(s):
	

	Name of municipality or organization that will enforce and defend the conservation easement(s):
	


Note:  If the municipal applicant will NOT be holding or monitoring the conservation easement, please attach a letter from the organization (labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #10”) that will be doing so, verifying its role in the project.
11. Conservation Easement Document – Applicants must specify which conservation easement they intend to use in their local farmland protection implementation project:  
□
the Department’s Standard Agricultural Conservation Easement, or 
□
the applicant’s conservation easement document.  If so, the applicant must indicate if it will consider any modifications to its conservation easement that the Department deems necessary to achieve the goals of the Farmland Protection Program.  Please also submit a copy of your conservation easement document with the proposal.
Note:  For awarded projects, first priority for reviews of required documentation will be given to those entities that use the Department’s Standard Agricultural Conservation Easement.
12. Planning Documents – Non-county applicants should provide a copy (labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #12”) of only the relevant sections of the planning document(s) that serve as the basis for requesting implementation funding from the State (e.g. a municipal farmland protection plan, comprehensive plan, or other similar planning document).  
Note:  A county with an Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan, approved pursuant to Article 25-AAA of the Agriculture and Markets Law, SHOULD NOT submit a copy of the approved county plan with its proposal.

13. Farmland Protection Board – Non-county applicants MUST attach (labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #13”) a copy of a current letter from the County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board endorsing their specific proposal.

14. Key Personnel – Please attach a list (labeled as “Form A – Part 2 – Item #14”) of the key people who will be involved in carrying out the proposed project activity.  Identify their organization, title and a brief summary of their relevant conservation easement experience (if any).

Note:  Please DO NOT submit resumes or biographies.
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